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Acts 24:14  But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: 

Acts 24:15  And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. 

So-called Christian doctrine regarding what happens after death has evolved into a many-branched tree with all kinds of fruit on it; fruit that is evil in many ways because much of that which has germinated out of men’s brains is corrupted terribly with misinformation born of a desire in carnal man to explain away the final judgment of what the Apostle calls “the unjust.”  

Now, let’s begin by identifying these “unjust” people.  They are those who are looked upon as not being innocent, or right and accepted before God.  This classification is something that God has assigned, not religious people, and certainly not the people of God.  “Just” people in the bible are said to be “justified.”  Jesus clearly identifies those who are just by an illustration in Luke, Chapter 18:  

Luke 18:10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

Luke 18:11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

Luke 18:12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

Luke 18:13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

Luke 18:14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

(The recognition of a need for mercy, and going to God pleading for that mercy.  Looking to God for the solution to the condition of being a sinner)

Now, a lot of the junk that is called enlightened Christian doctrine is aimed at retelling the story about what happens to the unjust...the person who is not innocent before God.  This retelling is also done by Jewish religionists, probably for the same reason.  There is an intense effort by humanity to escape the just judgment of God without doing what God demands in order to escape it.  The most popular poison fruit hatched by the minds of men is the doctrine that says there is no such thing as eternal punishment.  Of course, when we think about a lying doctrine like this, we can know immediately where it comes from.  If only man can be taught that there is no punishment for rejecting the solution from God, then man will see no need to consider his way of doing things; he will also see no reason to get standing with God by the only way God has prescribed - through faith in Christ.  

So, today, we want to look at the plain truth about the fate of humanity regarding life after death. Our text verse puts an end to the idea of annihilation; the poison doctrine which says that people die and that is the utter end of it all.  So, whatever else might or might not occur out there in eternity, we know that both the just and the unjust will be resurrected.  

I.  But first, let’s look briefly at what goes on before. 
# 
First, concerning passing out of this life: There is no assurance in the bible that the actual dying of a person will be easy for the just person and hard for the unjust.  In fact, there are suggestions in the bible that for some people it will be just the opposite.  Asaph one of the Psalmists writes of this when writing about the wicked: Psa. 73:4  For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm. 

# 
Also, history has taught us that many brave saints of God have died horrible deaths.  

# 
So, let’s not assume that being just or unjust necessarily has any impact on the visible outward circumstances regarding the manner of death people suffer.  

# 
BUT, the just do die in a unique way:  Heb. 11:13 “These all died in faith....”

# 
The unjust die in uncertainty and hopelessness     

# 
Also, when dying, just people enter a state of blessedness and rest: Rev. 14:13  And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. 

# 
The unjust die and enter into a state of cursedness with torment and no rest.  One of the best explanations of this state was given by Christ in Luke 16:20-24
< 

Invariably, a gaze into hell always raises the question of where hell is.  People seem to want a physical place they can lay their finger on that they can call “hell.”  

< 

I have looked closely at what scripture says about hell and I believe that the Lord has intentionally said very little about the abode of the unjust dead.  What he has said points to the grave, but stops there as far as identifying a physical place. 

< 

Yet we know that, based on Christ’s description alone, people in hell can think and see, and remember.  

< 

Some people have speculated that hell is in the center of the earth.  Since it is spirits of unjust people that occupy it, I believe that Eccl. 3:21 may rule that out: “Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?”  

$ 

(Explain that this seems to tell us that every human who dies, their spirit leaves the body and goes upward to be disposed by God to its appropriate place; which would negate the idea that the unjust died and their spirit remained locked up in their bodies in the grave; also there is the matter of rotting away to nothing but molecules). 

$ 

It also seems to eliminate the idea of an unjust person’s spirit going downward to some place in the bowels of the earth.    

$ 

Also, in Rev. 20:14 we read that hell was cast into the lake of fire.  If hell was limited to some place inside the bowels of the earth, then how do we explain that it was still intact after the destruction of the earth which occurs before Rev. 20:14? 

$ 

Hell is a literal place, but we should not limit it to a time-framed physical place

< 

What I do find is that scripture will lead us to realize that hell is a spiritual prison.  Where it is, probably is irrelevant.  

< 

The Lord deals with paradise in the same way and to some extent, heaven also.  That is, we cannot lay our fingers on paradise (that paradise that the thief on the cross went to that day).  

< 

I believe it is because it is irrelevant to us where hell or paradise is.  We should only be interested in the fact that hell is the place that God has designated where unjust souls go awaiting another event.  Likewise, the physical location of paradise is probably irrelevant because the thing we need to know and understand is, that it is, or was, wherever Christ was.  

< 

Let me add, that in contrast to this condition of the unjust after death, the rest for the just takes place in the presence of God - 2Cor.  5:8  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 

< 
We like to think that “present with the Lord” means heaven.  The fact that Hebrews says Christ is now sitting down at the right hand of God, heaven is the likely place.  But the scriptures does not specifically say.  You might think that John 14:1-3 says that it is heaven, but notice in that scripture that Jesus says “I will come again to receive you unto myself” which means that thing about many mansions doesn’t happen til he comes again. 

< 
Also, He said he was going to prepare a place for us that where He is, etc.  Now, we know that at the time of His coming, He is going to spend a thousand years on the earth.  We’ll be where He is.  Then we know that after the thousand years he is going to melt this earth and create another that we will dwell with Him upon.  That is where He will be.  

< 
Rev. 7 seems to imply that, in heaven, there are a numberless multitude of saints from out of the great tribulation and from everywhere across the world that will be praising Him, but the context of this information can allow for that event to be happening on the new earth, or even on the old earth during the 1,000 year reign.  

< 
Now we do know that in Eph. 3:15, Paul speaks of the whole family of God and says it is made up of those both in heaven and on earth.  From this we can be pretty certain that the location of departed just people is heaven.  

< 
But, the question still remains: where is heaven?  You will notice that if someone is going to heaven, they go up, if Elijah’s and Christ’s passage into heaven give us any indications.  But we know that God speaks of the sky above and space out there as being part of what He created in the account of Genesis.  Now, if God occupies the heaven we are talking about, then it wasn’t created in the sense that the earth and the universe was.  So, we can assume that the heaven of God is not part of a created universe.  It has its roots in eternity with God.  

< 
The point is, it doesn’t matter where it is.  It will be in HIS presence.  And that is what is different about the afterlife of the just.  From Abraham’s dialogue with the rich man in hell, we know that for the unjust, there is a great gulf fixed between them and where that place is...the place where Christ is.  

II.  Now let’s look at the state of humanity at the end of time

# 
Notice first that there will be two resurrections of immortal bodies

< 
The first is the resurrection of the just, the second the resurrection of the unjust.  Christ speaks of it:  Luke 20:36  Neither can they (the children of the Kingdom) die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection. 

$ 

Of humans generally:  John 5:28-29 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

$ 

We notice that Christ does not give a chronology for these two different resurrections

< 
Paul give more detail about the resurrection of the just:  1Thess. 4:14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

$ 

1Thess. 4:15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

1Thess. 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

1Thess. 4:17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

$ 

Paul does not write of the resurrection of the unjust here

< 

But we find a relative chronology for the two resurrections in Rev. 20
$ 

Rev. 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

Rev. 20:5  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.  (Verse 6 verifies that the “first resurrection” here is talking about the “life” that is being lived by those who are ruling and reigning with Him during that thousand years)

T 
Confirming this in prophecy:  Dan. 7:22  Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 

III.  Last, the final state of humanity

· For the unjust: Cast into the lake of fire that burns forever (Mark 9:44-48 speaks of the eternal nature of the burning fire): Rev. 20:11-15
· Scripture speaks of the eternal state for the just:  Eternal dwelling with God and Christ on the new earth under the new heaven - Rev. 21:1-5

· Death and sorrow are no more for the people of God:  Rev. 21:4
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