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Ephesians 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 


The process of sanctification, which is continued during the entire present life, is completed when the subjects of it are perfectly fitted for the service and enjoyments of heaven.  In this work of the Spirit, the resurrection of the body is included, and the fashioning of it like the glorious body of Christ.  Having been predestinated to be conformed to the image of God's dear Son, the purposed work of grace is not completed until we appear in glory, with our bodies like the glorious body of the Redeemer. Saints on earth long for this perfect conformity, and they look forward to it as the completion of their wishes and hopes: (Psalms 17:15) "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness."  This was the object of Paul's earnest desire, the prize for which he put forth every effort. He refers to it in these words: (Philippians 3:11-12, 14) "If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead: not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect; but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."  
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· The work of grace will not be completed until the second coming of Christ: 
· 



· "He which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." (Philippians 1:6)  
· Then the last change will be made, which will fit us for the eternal service and enjoyment of God, in his high and holy place. 
· 



· (1 Jn. 3:2) "Then we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  
· (1 Cor. 13:12) “...now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”
· 1Co 13:10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 
· 



·  	and until then every saint must say with Paul: (Philippians 3:12) "Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect."  





· Besides this final perfection, to which the saints are taught to aspire, there are stages in their progress to which the name perfection is, in a subordinate sense, applied in the Holy Scriptures. 
· 



· The disembodied saints, now in the presence of God, though they have not attained to the resurrection of the body, are nevertheless called "just men made perfect" (Hebrews 12:23).  They are free from the body of death, free from sin, free from all the tribulations and sorrows of this world, and are present with the Lord, and in the enjoyment of his love.  
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· Even in the present life there are stages in the Christian's progress to which the term perfection is applied. 
· 



· When they have attained to an enlarged knowledge of divine truth, they are said to be perfect, or of full age, to distinguish them from those who have learned only the first principles of the doctrine of Christ.  (Heb. 5:14) “full age” here is the Greek word for perfect (telios) 
· 



· People who show a consistent commitment to be upright, by a godly life, are called perfect. 
· 



· So Job was "perfect and upright, fearing God and eschewing evil." 
· 



· To Christians generally the term "perfect" appears to be applied, in the exhortation of Paul: "Let us, as many as be perfect, be thus minded." (Philippians 3:15) He here includes himself among the perfect; and yet, in the same chapter, he affirms that he was not already perfect. (Philippians 3:12)
· 



· So, it is clear that the words are used in different senses in the two places.  No perfection to which the people of God attain in the present life, includes perfect freedom from sin. 
· 



· Job, though a perfect man, said (Job 9:20), "If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me. If I say, I am perfect, it also shall prove me perverse." 
· 



· Paul, though numbering himself among the perfect, said, "When I would do good, evil is present with me." "I am carnal, sold under sin." (Romans 7) 
· John says, "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves:" and 
· Solomon, "There is not a just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not." (Eccl. 7:20) 
· 



· With these declarations of God's word, the experience of Christians in all ages has agreed; and they have found need for daily prayer, "Forgive us our sins." (Luke 11:4)  
· In the precept, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect," (Mat. 5:48) we may take the term in its highest sense. As we are commanded to love God with all the heart__to be holy because he is holy; it is our duty to be perfectly free from sin; and to come up to this standard, should be our constant aim and effort. 
· We cannot attain to a perfect knowledge of God in the present life; but we may follow on to know him.  So we cannot attain to a perfect likeness in holiness, yet we may be "changed into the same image from glory to glory."  (2Cor 3:18)
· Progress in the divine life is full of reward, and full of encouragement, even while we are fighting the good fight of faith, and before we obtain the victor's crown. 
· 



· The promise of grace to help in every struggle, 
· of continued success in every conflict, and 
· of final victory, 
· These are sufficient encouragements to cause us to put forth every effort. 
· We should ever press toward the mark, ever keep the high standard of perfection in view, and aim to reach it. 
· 
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· Paul said it this way:  "Having these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." (2Cor. 7:1) 
· Excusing self for sin in ones life must be avoided

				
Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 

Rom 8:13  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  


